Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 176747 TOSEC 080063 
ORIGIN PA-02 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SS-15 SSO-OO /018 R 

DRAFTED BY PA/M:REBUTLER:REB 
APPROVED BY PA/M:DONEWBERRY 
S/S-0 - JTHYDEN 
DESIRED DISTRIBUTION 
PA, PA/PRESS, S/S 

000460 131723Z/53 

P 13171 1ZJUL 78 ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO USDEL SECRETARY PRIORITY 

UNCLAS STATE 176747 TOSEC 080063 

FOR CARTER FROM PA 


E.O. 11652: N/A 


TAGS: SOPN, OVIP (VANCE) 

SUBJECT: PRESS MATERIAL 


1 . HEREWITH FULL TEXT GEORGE C. WILSON BYLINER WASHING- 
TON POST THURSDAY JULY 13 HEADED "MISSILE HOLE PLAN SEEN 
AS CURB TO SOVIET BUILDUP." 


2. A UNITED STATES PLAN TO HIDE LAND-BASED MISSILES IN 
A FIELD OF MISSILE SILOS COULD FORCE THE SOVIETS TO GIVE 
UP TRYING TO TARGET THEM ALL AND TO NEGOTIATE A CEILING 
ON WARHEADS, THE NEW CHIEF OF THE AIR FORCE SAID YESTER- 
DAY. 


3. GEN. LEW ALLEN JR., WHO TOOK OVER AS AIR FORCE CHIEF 
OF STAFF THIS MONTH, MADE THAT POINT IN DISCUSSING WITH 
REPORTERS THE NEWEST IDEA FOR DECREASING THE RISK OF 
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U.S. LAND MISSILES BEING KNOCKED OUT IN A SURPRISE 
ATTACK. 

4. CALLED MAP, FOR MULTIPLE AIM POINT, THE PROPOSED 
SYSTEM ENVISIONS DIGGING 20 DIFFERENT UNDERGROUND HOLES, 
CALLED SILOS, FOR A SINGLE MISSILE. THE MISSILE WOULD 

BE TRUCKED COVERTLY FROM ONE HOLE TO ANOTHER SO THAT THE 
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SOVIETS WOULD NOT KNOW WHICH HOLE HELD IT. 

5. ALLEN. FORMERLY DIRECTOR OF THE NATIONAL SECURITY 
AGENCY, WHICH HELPS KEEP TRACK OF SOVIET WEAPONRY, 

SAID THAT "AS A UNITED STATES TECHNICIAN, I HAVE NO 
TROUBLE DESCRIBING A SATISFACTORY VERIFICATION SCHEME," 
FOR ASSURING THE SOVIETS THAT A FIELD OF 20 HOLES HELD 
ONLY ONE MISSILE. 

6. THE SOVIETS, HE SAID, COULD BE ALLOWED TO PICK A 
FIELD OF HOLES TO INSPECT, EITHER BY THEIR TECHNICIANS 
ON THE GROUND OR BY SPY SATELLITES. THE UNITED STATES 
COULD SLIDE BACK THE LIDS OVER THE MISSILE HOLES DURING 
THAT INSPECTION PERIOD TO SHOW THAT ALL BUT ONE WERE 
EMPTY. 

7. STUDIES HAVE COMPELLED THE AIR FORCE TO CONCLUDE 
THAT "WE REALLY CAN'T MAKE OUR SILOS HARD ENOUGH" TO 
STAND UP AGAINST INCREASINGLY ACCURATE SOVIET MISSILES, 
HE SAID. SOVIET ACCURACY HAS PROGRESSED FURTHER THAN 
U.S. INTELLIGENCE SPECIALISTS HAD PREDICTED, HE ADDED. 

8. THE BEST WAY TO COMBAT THE THOUSANDS OF SOVIET WAR- 
HEADS IS TO DEPLOY "A GREAT SPONGE TO ABSORB" THEM, 
ALLEN SAID IN GIVING THE RATIONALE FOR GOING TO THE MAP 
SYSTEM. 
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9. BY THE MID-1980S, HE SAID, THE SOVIETS WILL HAVE AN 
"AWESOME" FORCE OF 6,000 "ACCURATE REENTRY VEHICLES," 
THE PENTAGON TERM FOR NUCLEAR WARHEADS LAUNCHED BY 
MISSILES. BY DEPLOYING 300 MISSILES, EACH IN A FIELD 

OF 2U HOLES, BACKERS OF THE MULTIPLE AIM POINT SYSTEM 
CONTEND THE 6,000 SOVIET WARHEADS WOULD BE DRAWN OFF 
THE RUSSIAN NUCLEAR OFFENSE. 

10. ALLEN SAID IT WOULD "PROBABLY BE LESS EXPENSIVE" 

FOR THE UNITED STATES TO DIG MORE MISSILE HOLES THAN 
IT WOULD BE FOR THE SOVIETS TO ADD WARHEADS TO COVER 
THEM. THIS COMPETITION, THE GENERAL ADDED, MIGHT 
IMPROVE THE PROSPECTS FOR A U.S.-SOVIET AGREEMENT TO 
LIMIT THE NUMBER OF NUCLEAR WARHEADS ON EACH SIDE. 

1 1 . PENTAGON SOURCES ESTIMATE THAT THE MAP PLAN CON- 
SISTING OF 300 MISSILES AND 6,000 HOLES COULD BE BUILT 
FOR ABOUT HALF THE 40 BILLION DOLLAR PRICE TAG FOR 
ANOTHER PLAN THAT WOULD PUT BIG MISSILES IN UNDER- 
GROUND TUNNELS WHERE THEY WOULD BE MOVED BACK AND 
FORTH TO MAKE THEM HARD TO HIT. 
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12. IF SOVIET LEADERS ARE PRESENTED "WITH A NO-WIN 
SITUATION" BT SUCH A SYSTEM AS THE MAP DEPLOYMENT, 

THEY WOULD BE DETERRED FROM PUSHING THE NUCLEAR BUTTON 
IN THE FIRST PLACE, ALLEN ARGUED. CHRISTOPHER 
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